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■ r,y STANLEY I^EVEY 

L Scripps-Howora Slo/( VVfilor 

/MIAMI BEACH, Fla., K-b. 21 
— -GcorRO Meany i.s willing to 
nyju witli WBltoj* nsuihuj*, but 
; only ii Mr, Reuthcr goes thru 
proper channels first. 

Until ■ then, Mr. Mcaiiy, 

I president of the AFL-CIO, i.sn’t 
i ftoing to dignUy Mr, Rculhcr’.s 
recent complamts and charges 
tiiat the Federation js 
complacent, ineffective ar.d 
. dictatorinlly njn. 

That is Mr. Mcany’s position, 
expressed yesterday as the top 
; command of the AFL-CIO, front 
vvhich Mr. ' Rculhcr resigned 
tl-.rce weeks ago, met here. By 
keeping ihe^ lid on a potentirdly 
explosive situation, Mr. Meany 
has rnadc peace possible at 

■ some future date. 

NEXT iMOVE 

^The next move "is 'Mr,, 
Rculhcr's. Two courses are 
open to him, as observers here 
sec tr.ings. He could continue 
tiio war of words against Mr. 
kicany's leadership, - ultimately , 
spditting his huge United Auto ' 
■yv'orkcrs away from ' the 
. federation. Or he could accept 
'Mr. Mcany’s challenge to'batt].c'; 
P'ut the issues in - terms of ' 

, existing AFL-CIO chaimcls^and/ 
machinery. ’ ' ■ 

In a sense' this was. the olive i 
. branch Mr. Meany offered him; | 

' Come on back into the house 
I of Labor, Walter, bring up your . 
grievances at ,a future council '. 
mooting, or at some other ' 
.meeting, or at a convention or 
£;mcinl convention of the whole 
^ AFL-CIO. If you don’t do it that 
way, you’ll never get . a 
hearing.” i 

Tims, those .who came here ' 
expecting a further heightening , 
of what has boon billed as 'the 
great Mcany-Reuther war, found ■ 
t'nat while there may be a 
disagreement,- thei'e is, for tlie 
moment,, only 'one combatant — , 
itlr; Rcutheri . . . . - - 


' .3-MAN OUTlTf 

' In a sense Mr.* Meany’s 
, inaslcry of the- situation tended 
, lo confirm M;-. Reuflior’s 
I complaint that the A.FI 1 -CIO is 

■ a . one-man organi-/.atioii. Mr. 

■; Meany completely dominated 
; the council session. His proposal 

that Mr. Rcuthcr’s re.signiiiic-n 
i oo' accepted was adopted 
1 un.animously after only six or 
se\ Cit minutes of di.sciissioii. ' 

^ 'The other council mc-rnboi'.s 
t accepted wit'nout debate- Mr. 

- Iticany’s contention that no ; 

ai''pirncnt exi.sled of/iciallv: ; 
.- because Mr. Reuthcr /i;ul not : 
' submitted a bill of particular, s ' 
thru ■ channels. Riiiher the i 

■ grievances .wore in' ii Imier (0 j 
' UAW mcinbcrs . fi-orn Mr.' i 

Reuthcr and other Auf.o Unioii i 
leaders. Mr-.' Meany received -' 

, only a copy of the letter. ' . 

i Mr, Meany, calm,’ reliocnt i 
land reasonable, did nothing to ? 

: c.so.ilate tlie disag-cement. He' i 
: denied all knowledge of a 1 
feud With Mr. Reuthcr, .sain / 
: he Iiad enjoyed only “tlic nicest i 
relationship” with hiiu for thc li 
last five years except for one I 
incident Fst .summer, ancl.l 

pleaded ignorance of , any ; 

peacemaking cfforiS by other '- 
labor leaders, . -- 

■'NO MEDIATOR-- - ; - 1’ 

I. W. Abel, pi'csidont of the I- 
Steelworkers Union, who , 
loportedly has bcc.n acting as a j 
mcdiaior betwccit the two meii, \ 
P.eiTorrned in-that-ii ■ 


oap.'.city, ullho he s.aid lie Itoped 
*.j,i , Reuthcr ss'Oiiid not ills 
..U.'Wi out of the Federation. Mri 
Abel saici ho ’''ould "do 
anything” he could to keep that 
froi'ii happening. 

ML'. Rciithcr's sc.st will be 
filled later this week. Mr. 
Meany has named a cornmiiioe 
to select a replacc.mcnt, svlio 
probably will' coma from tlic 
CIO ■ side of the merged 
o_^rg.mization. But should Mr. 
Rciuhor change his mind and 
decide to accept Mr. Meany’s 
cliailengc to ciobate tlic i.'i.sucs' 
wiihin the 'AFL-CIO,- he could 
t.ike over the council seat to be 
vacalod next week when George. 
Burden, defeated president of 
tiic United Ru'tjbor Workoi's, will 
-;'c:,)gn. . 

•Mr. ijleany was equally j 
uncommunicative about recent : 
'■rj-orts ■ that two AFL-CIO ' 
ru'-iliatos — the Retail Clerks ; 
r:T.! tlifl Newspaper Guild'— had | 
res uived CIA fund s. Kc withheld] 


specific comment unlii he Imows 
moio, out s'Cid in principle h.c 
opposes unioiis^ receiving sudi' 
money. 

"I have ar. 1 n g r a.i r. c d, 
op;>osifinn to spy activities,” he 
said. "I' rcaliiic Ibc CL\ ha,s a,' 
jOb to do but 1 think it should 
do it without involving the labor 
movement.” ' ■ s 
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